
 

 

Intercultural 
Training  

for agencies & organisations 

serving diverse populations 

in Donegal  

Details available from       
Kate Hagan at DTP  

Trav Times  

Donegal Travellers Project is a partnership of Travellers and settled people working for Traveller rights          
through the five principles of Community Development:                                                                                 

1) Collectivity; 2) Community Empowerment; 3) Social Justice and Sustainable Development;                    
4) Human Rights, Equality, and Anti-Discrimination; and 5) Participation. 

Some of the Travellers whose experiences are shared inside: (clockwise from 

top left) Brigidmarie Mongan, Alec ñEckieò McGinley, Samantha Boyle, 

Philomena McGinlay, Paddy Joe Ward Jnr., and Kieran Mongan. 

WELCOME TO a special edition of 

the DTP Trav Times newsletter. In it 

we feature interviews with 21 Travel-

lers from all over the county who 

share their experiences of what life is 

like for Travellers in Donegal today. 

   They come from a range of perspec-

tives, including all ages, men, women, 

parents, Travellers living in caravans, 

and Travellers living in houses. 

   A number say that life is better now 

for Travellers than it used to be, due 

mainly to years of work by Traveller 

rights organisations in tackling anti-

Traveller racism and discrimination. 

   The fact that more young Travellers 

are finishing secondary school and   

continuing on to further training or 

third-level education is also seen as 

contributing to improved conditions 

for Travellers. 

   But the interviews also show that 

very serious problems remain. 

   Anti-Traveller attitudes and behav-

iours are still being routinely experi-

enced, including when looking for 

housing, living in a caravan, trying to 

book a function room, applying for 

employment, and browsing in shops. 

   There are additionally some very 

disturbing reports of young Traveller 

students continuing to be treated 

poorly by the education system. 

   This edition also features an article 

by Martin Collins, Co-Director of   

the Pavee Point Traveller and Roma 

Centre, on ñChallenges and opportu-

nities for Traveller rights organisa-

tions todayò. In it Martin identifies 

the National Traveller and Roma     

Inclusion Strategy as our best hope 

for positive change going forward.   

What life is like for Travellers    
in Donegal today 

DTP/Involve        
Afterschools  
Programme  

Homework Club, Sports, Art, 
and Drama for National 

School students  

Mondays & Tuesdays,  
3 to 5 p.m. in Letterkenny  

Newsletter of Donegal Travellers Project ± December 2019 ± Issue 29 

DTP/Involve  
Youth Drop -In 

PlayStation  
Pool  

Computers  
Craic  

 Thursdays, 5 to 8 p.m.  
DTP office in Letterkenny  

Weekly Whiden  
Telephone Check -in 

 Service for  
 Older Travellers  

Anyone who would like for         
themselves or a loved one to 

receive this service is asked to 
ring DTP on (074) 912 9281  

Menõs Football 
Meets Tuesdays  
in Letterkenny  

New members                    
always welcome  

Ring Hugh on (086) 145 3426 
for details  

Employment  
Assistance and  

Accredited  
Training  

Info:  
Hugh on (086) 145 3426 or 
Maeve on (087) 130 5866  
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Our severely disabled sonõs needs are being ignored 
Paddy Joe Ward: In the middle of 

our family we have a son who has 

severe physical and mental disabili-

ties, is wheelchair-bound, blind, and 

self-harming. The HSEôs OTs and 

physiotherapists want to bring 

equipment in to help the childôs  

development, but there is no space  

in the small three-bedroom house 

that a total of ten of us live in. 

   All of the local councillors and 

TDs are aware of the case from 

when the HSE contacted them 10 or 

12 years ago and told them how our 

sonôs development would be and 

what support his family would need. 

But when Iôve gone looking for sup-

port from local politicians, theyôve 

continually mind-gamed us and told 

us lies, basically telling us weôre 

going to be rehoused in a house 

suitable for the child but never fol-

lowing through. At the end of the 

day the punishment is going to a 

disabled child and to our other chil-

dren, whoôve been robbed of their 

childhoods because of a disabled 

brother whose needs wasnôt met. 

   The only support we have is Don-

egal Travellers Project. If we hadnôt 

got them weôd be lost. As it is weôre 

all stressed out. All our life is down 

to our disabled son. Itôs affecting 

me own mental health on a daily 

basis. You just feel trapped. 

Bridget Ward: Youôre always nerv-

ous, youôre always thinking ahead. 

Paddy Joe: I am carrying my son, at 

13 years of age, upstairs on my back 

each night to a small, over-crowded 

bedroom with three other people 

inside it. I then have to carry him 

down again the following morning 

to a small toilet to hand-wash him. 

Meself as a Traveller, I donôt think 

that should be that way today.  

Bridget: Some nights he sleeps, 

some nights he doesnôt, some nights 

he be banging all night, some nights 

he be shouting, some nights you get 

sleep, more nights you donôt. Itôs 

getting too hard. We need a larger 

house and a bit of respite, a bit of 

freedom with our other kids, time 

out to relax. Thatôs about it. 

 

 

Every style of function room was supposedly booked 
I WAS trying to book a room for 

our wedding reception in August, 

booking two to three months in 

advance for 60 to 70 guests. It  

wasnôt a big wedding. I tried every 

hotel and pub, every function room 

in Letterkenny and just outside, and 

it was all excuses: ñWe have some-

thing booked that day.ò Every style 

of function room was booked. 

   Theyôd been fine when they seen 

me walk in in my uniform, but then 

when youôd give them your surname 

theyôd make up excuses. Almost all 

of those pubs werenôt anything spe-

cial. Itôs shocking that even though 

youôre working, people look at you 

like youôre not good enough to 

spend your money and have a party 

in their pub or hotel. 

   We ended up going to a place in 

Ballykelly, in the North, that weôd 

heard about from family members. 

The staff there showed us respect, 

they gave us a chance, and we left 

the place the way we came in. She 

helped us out with cars and stuff. 

Everything was double the price. It 

was so far away we had to book 

buses for people to get there. We 

even had trouble booking buses in 

Letterkenny; every bus company in 

the town said they were booked out. 

   Itôs annoying. Youôd think theyôd 

give you a chance, but they didnôt. 

ï Chantelle Mongan 

Education is the key to moving on 
EDUCATION IS the key...itôs the 

most important thing to move on. 

Just to get a driverôs license or med-

ical card or house application, look 

at the forms you need to fill out. So, 

instead of looking for somebody to 

help you do that there, youôre able 

to do that yourself because youôre 

fully equipped with the education 

and the literacy. You understand the 

language and the questions asked, 

 

 and can answer them yourself. 

   Education makes you able to chal-

lenge somebody that calls you 

names or tries to run you down, too. 

Some people can run you down 

without you even knowing it be-

cause youôre not aware of the  

language of what theyôre saying. 

Understanding it makes you able to 

challenge it back. 

          ï Kyle Quill 
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Challenges and opportunities for Traveller rights 
organisations today 

By MARTIN COLLINS 
Co-Director of the Pavee Point Traveller and Roma Centre 

TRAVELLERS CONTINUE to ex-

perience structural and institutional   

racism in Irish society. We see the 

manifestations of this in the high 

unemployment rate, low educational 

attainment, poor living conditions, 

the stark health inequalities, and the 

over-representation of Travellers in 

the prison system. 

   Over the last 20 or 30 years 

there has been a number of policy 

attempts to try and address these 

issues. The most recent policy re-

sponse, and the one that offers real 

potential for change, is the National 

Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strat-

egy (NTRIS) chaired by Minister 

David Stanton. This strategy has  

149 actions across ten thematic 

areas dealing with health, education, 

accommodation, and ethnic equality 

monitoring. There is very strong 

Traveller representation on the    

Advisory Steering Group for imple-

mentation of this strategy. 

   Weôve had so many false dawns 

in the past, where strategies and pol-

icies were not implemented, and 

therefore it is not surprising that 

there is disillusion and apathy 

among some Travellers and Travel-

ler organisations. 

   To ensure that we avoid another 

false dawn, we need the full imple-

mentation of the recommendations 

and actions of NTRIS, and for this 

to happen we need to strengthen the 

existing implementation and moni- 

 toring plans for the strategies by  

adopting clear targets, indicators, 

outcomes, timeframes, and budget 

lines for the strategies. To effect 

real change for our community we 

need strong political leadership and 

we in Traveller organisations need 

to hold politicians to account.   

 Schools are still failing Traveller students 
CHILDREN ARE still being dis-

criminated against by teachers in 

the Letterkenny schools.  

   Fifth and Sixth Year boys and 

girls in the schools here is on Sec-

ond Year books. 

   They canôt read or spell or even 

write their own names. In this day 

and age, why is this happening? 

Iôve been helping children with 

their homework this past couple of 

months and itôs a disgrace. 

   A child thatôs in Sixth Year on 

Second Year books and going into 

secondary school...in the name of 

God, how will they manage when 

they get there? 

   Thatôs why there are so many 

difficulties when they go to second-

ary school. Theyôre not able to 

catch up.  
ï Chrissie McGinley 

 

Iõm self-employed and doing a lorry course 
SOMETIMES IT gets very difficult 

to get work. They tar everybody the 

same, like. Iôve had my own busi-

ness for about two years, doing out-

door maintenance, power washing, 

grass cutting, window cleaning,  

anything going. I try not to let  

people know what I am because Iôm 

worried I wouldnôt have work if 

they knew. Most of the people I 

know around Letterkenny, they 

know it off me, so you canôt hide it. 

   At first just to find work was a 

challenge. Some people would say 

ñNo, no,ò so you just had to keep 

moving and try to get work. Itôs all 

about good word of mouth...if 

youôre a good worker and cheap 

enough, people will have you. I 

have a Facebook page and a busi-

ness card that I put round the doors 

in the area. Do good work and peo-

ple will say good things about you. 

   Itôs easier now, thereôs a lot more 

courses and education coming up. 

Iôm doing a lorry course at the mi-

nute. In the past nothing like this 

course was available. Hopefully Iôll 

get my lorry license...itôs Plan B in 

case me other work donôt work out.  

   The workôs been busy enough, 

though. I get an odd job power-

washing and I got a contract to 

work for a playschool, which helps 

a lot.  

ï J.P. Hegarty 
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Some teachers still give us a very hard time 
IôM DOING my Level 6 in Early 

Childhood Education, and a lot of 

Travellers get an education now. 

But itôs still the case that some 

teachers put you to the back of the 

class and ignore you. 

   You donôt pass no heed until you 

sit back and think about it. In 

French class, youôd be drawing 

back there and the teacher would 

never come near you. Any other 

student theyôd be pushing. They see 

you sitting there and ignore you. 

The reason children can end up in 

fights and carrying on is because 

theyôre not bothering about you.  

   One teacher took a dislike to me, 

he even threw a paper in my face. 

He didnôt like the rest of our ones 

either. Iôd be asked, ñAre you relat-

ed to such and such?ò Iôd say no, 

because I knew what heôd do if he 

knew I was. 

   His board was behind my chair, 

and one time when he was going to 

the board his foot got stuck under 

my chair and he started screaming 

at me. 

   Another time I sneezed and he 

said I was laughing at him. Daddy 

came up then and I got put in a 

woodwork room during that class 

from then on. 

   I was disappointed because I had 

liked learning the material in the 

class. It was a business class.  

 ï Samantha Boyle 

Do me a favour and cancel that booking! 
THE PROBLEMS are still there, 

weôre still faced with difficulties. 

Nobody fully understands...they all 

have their own image of what itôs 

like to be a Traveller. 

   I was booking a hotel in Bundoran 

on the phone for a birthday party. 

When they got my last name, they 

said the computer was broken and 

my booking hadnôt went through. 

They told me to ring back, but when 

I rang back they told me the room 

was gone for the day. 

   Two times I tried to book the 

room over the phone, and the same 

thing happened both times. I knew 

they were lying, so I went online, 

found that the room was available, 

booked it and paid for it online. 

   After that I rang the hotel with  

my reference number. I just had to 

prove a point. 

   I confirmed the online booking 

had gone through and then said: 

ñI talked to somebody on the phone 

who told me the room wasnôt  

available even though it was. 

   ñWould you just do me a favour 

right now and cancel that booking?ò 

ï Michael Mongan 

People who feel threatened try to undermine you 
WHEN I started 20 years ago,  

Travellers wasnôt allowed to get an 

education or employment because 

of discrimination and racism. 

   Travellers was led to believe they 

hadnôt got the capacity of taking up 

positions, and if you could read a 

bit of a paper 20 years ago you were  

a brilliant scholar, you were seen in 

the community as being very bright 

and intelligent. 

   When I started at DTP I used to 

get slagged and all that there about 

taking up employment or working 

with women, which wasnôt the done 

thing. But there has been a dramatic 

change in the past 20 years, with 

Travellers now coming in to DTP 

looking for other Travellers to    

represent them in accommodation, 

education, employment, crisis inter-

vention, all different aspects of their 

lives. They know Travellers have 

the capability and capacity to repre-

sent them at all levels. 

   A lot of people on the outside 

donôt like to be challenged by a 

member of the Travelling commu-

nity, though. They see that as a 

problem and they try to undermine 

you as not being a Traveller be-

cause youôre educated or you have 

the intelligence to challenge what 

they say locally and nationally 

about policies. 

   What happens is they get a wee 

bit upset and then they get mind- 

boggled by the idea that this person 

couldnôt really be a member of the 

Traveller community. His granny 

must have been a settled person or 

his mother or father must have been 

a settled person. So they go into 

trying to run you down in terms of 

your sense of yourself and your 

connection to the community. 

    I come across that all the time. 

They grab onto that. 

 ï Hugh Friel 
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IôVE BEEN living in a caravan with 

my two girls, who are 1 and 2 years 

old, for a year and a half. Itôs very 

difficult, it affects our lives in every 

way. We donôt have the right facili-

ties for washing, a toilet, or electri-

city, and thereôs nothing we can do 

about it. I have to walk to town for 

water, pushing a pram and carrying 

the full container back home. Itôs 

even holding my daughter back 

from school. The school wants her 

off nappies, but I canôt get her to a 

loo early in the morning. 

   The Council are saying to get pri-

vate rented, but Iôve tried renting all 

over Ireland and as soon as they 

hear Iôm a Traveller they wonôt rent 

to me. If we could have a house 

everything would be much better. I 

never got the opportunity to have a 

house, but if I did I would love it 

and mind it. 

   Most people are leaving us alone. 

They understand we have no choice 

but to live like this. But when we 

went for a week-long break six 

months ago we came home to noth-

ing: The caravan had been burned 

to the ground. It was shocking. I 

had to pull together a few pound to 

get another one, and weôre parked 

in a different place now. 

   It really gets to us how much peo-

ple despise us. Because Iôm a Trav-

eller they have so much hate, even 

though weôre human, just like them.    

Itôs not as if just because someoneôs 

a settled person I donôt like them. If 

one settled person gives me a hard 

time, Iôm not going to take it out on 

another one. 

   But when you walk into a caf® 

with the buggy, the way people 

looks at you is not nice. We never 

gave them any problems, yet they 

look down on us as if we did. Iôve 

also seen people having a big laugh 

at me pushing the buggy with the 

water. Thatôs not funny. 

   Itôs not only me, itôs all Travellers 

living in caravans. In their eyes 

weôre only nobodies. Weôre proud 

we are Travellers, but the way peo-

ple put us down makes you have 

less confidence in yourself. 

ï Sinead Ward 

Keeping the tradition alive with horses 
MY OLD boy had horses all his 

life. Thatôs why Iôm doing it. I  

always have horses. Iôm keeping  

the tradition going, thatôs what  

Iôm doing. 

   Last Wednesday a mare of mine 

had a foal. I didnôt expect it, not a 

bit. Sheôd been running out with a 

stallion. In August I thought she 

might be in foal. The vet agreed, but 

gave me the wrong due date. Itôs 

very late in the year for a foal. 

   It happened at 10 at night. Iôd 

turned up just before that. I says, 

ñIôm going down to check the 

mare.ò The mare knew me so she 

wasnôt scared I was there. The 

whole thing took ten minutes. 

   Itôs a wee red stallion with a white 

star on its face, a white belly, and 

white legs. Itôs growing fast...I  

never saw a foal come up like it.  

   I love the foal. I know the father, 

he runs on the tracks. And I know 

the mother, sheôs got a good tem-

perament. When it gets older Iôll 

train it for sulky racing. 

ï Francie Boyle  

It really gets to us how much people despise us 

Newcomers pick up the negativity about Travellers  
YOUôVE GOT people from differ-

ent cultures coming to Ireland, and 

their views of the Traveller commu-

nity are sometimes quite negative.  

   Some of them say to me, ñAnn, 

we didnôt know what a Traveller 

was until we came to Ireland, and 

the message weôve been told is that 

Irish Travellers are dirty, feisty, 

and into bare-knuckle boxing and 

domestic violence.ò 

   So this is the message the settled 

Irish population is ascribing to  

Travellers, and thatôs what new-

comers are being told. 

   Itôs fine for Traveller activists to 

speak up and challenge such atti-

tudes and the unfair treatment they 

lead to. But itôs also really impor-

tant for us as Traveller Community 

Health Workers and as an organisa-

tion that we support other Travellers 

to challenge in them situations 

when they feel theyôre being treated 

unfairly. 

   Thatôs a job we have to do and 

that we continue to do in the wom-

enôs groups, the menôs groups, and 

by supporting families to engage in 

different services.  

ï Ann Friel 
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Even with certification we have trouble getting jobs 
ONCE YOU would mention the 

name McGinley youôre always 

looked down upon. 

   Even with all of the qualifica-

tions, all of the courses we do, all of 

the education we have thereôs still 

very few men employed in this 

county. No matter how many refer-

ences you get, it doesnôt make a 

damn: Youôre not to be trusted with 

machinery. It doesnôt matter if 

youôve got the full qualifications 

and license, they donôt trust you 

with their equipment, whether it be 

a bus or a van or a truck. Employ-

ment is just a no-go, and itôs real, 

real hard for Traveller men. 

   They say then, ñWhy does Travel-

lers not have their own houses?ò 

and all of this. Sure, if they canôt 

get employment theyôre not going 

to get a mortgage, theyôre not going 

to get a loan. So thereôs not much 

change in that end of it.  ï Patrick McGinley  

One of us could end up dead with the cold 
WE ARE a couple living in an old 

mobile holiday home thatôs not 

made for year-round use. 

   To be honest, itôs miserable for 

us. The wind and rain come in 

through leaks at the windows and 

skylights, so you wake up and all 

the blankets are damp. You canôt 

leave the gas heater on because itôs 

too dangerous. I even got a bad 

lung infection and ended up in the 

hospital because of the draft. 

   Thereôs also no running water or 

electricity. We have a generator that 

runs for ú1 per hour, which means 

our food goes bad because we only 

have the fridge on for three hours  

a day. 

   When a storm hit last year the 

caravan was teetering so much we 

had to get out and walk the town 

until it passed. Itôs like being in 

hell, itôs that bad. 

   The problem is we canôt afford a 

good, decent caravan, but because 

weôre not parked on a halting site 

the Council wonôt give us a mobile 

home to live in. If the Council 

would give us a mobile home weôd 

be good with that. It doesnôt have to 

be perfect and we wouldnôt mind 

paying ú50 a week for it. 

   We were in private rented for a 

few months, but we were videoed 

and harassed by another tenant, 

who kept ringing the guards for    

no reason. 

   After having to leave that place 

we rang about other private rented, 

but thereôs too much stress with 

other people around. In a caravan 

you can breathe. 

   If the Council donôt listen to our 

request for a decent caravan weôre 

going to have to take it further. One 

of us could end up dead with the 

cold otherwise.  

ï Names withheld by request 

Landlords would rather keep their houses empty 
GETTING SOMEWHERE to live 

would be the biggest problem a lot 

of the time. Landlords would rather 

keep their houses empty than rent to 

Travellers. They tell you theyôll 

ring you back but then they donôt, 

or else say it went to someone else. 

   Housing agencies are the worst. 

They never even asked us our 

names, so you knew they werenôt 

really interested in finding us a 

house. The only place we had any 

luck was an estate where the houses 

were really run down. We werenôt 

interested, but in that case the agent 

seemed keen. 

   Maybe it was the way we were 

talking or how we were dressed, 

since they hadnôt asked our names. 

   In some ways times have changed 

for Travellers. Students are learning 

in school now about equality. If it 

wasnôt for that it would still be like 

in the 1950s, with people hating 

Travellers. Those negative attitudes 

are drilled into their heads from a 

young age. 

   The media donôt help either. You 

barely ever see a good report about 

the Traveller community. That bill 

came out recently about teaching 

Traveller culture in school, but I 

havenôt seen anything about it any-

where in the media. I seen it in 

DTP, thatôs it. 

   But if that was a video of a crowd 

of men fighting, youôd see it every-

where. Non-Travellers nitpick what 

they want to share about the Travel-

ler community. As far as theyôre 

concerned weôre all the same, but 

weôre not. 

ï Kieran Mongan 
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Travelling was a hard life but a good one 
TRAVELLING WAS a hard life, 

but by God I wouldnôt mind it back 

again. An odd day you mightnôt get 

a wild lot to eat, but we were wild 

strong. Weôd put up a tent that 

evening and stand all night at a fire. 

We were not worried one bit. 

   Around the Christmas time weôd 

be camped near Creeslough, and me 

and mammy would go away. Weôd 

stay with an old man over in 

Gweedore and go into the country 

looking for money. Mammy could 

talk Irish, the house would be full, 

and thereôd be the best of fun. 

   Me wife and I used to go all 

round Inishowen, and then come 

back and do the pony rides in En-

niskillen. We used to camp with a 

man, a big man like John Wayne. 

When heôd land heôd say, ñCome 

on, weôll do a bit of cowboy rid-

ing!ò Weôd graze the horses along 

the road after that. I never liked be-

ing in the city. Iôd be contented 

here, just that the wifeôs died. 

   Iôm wild well known everywhere. 

I go out with socks, gloves, coats, 

and sell them in the country. Most 

of them all buys. So Iôm well got 

that way. It passes the day for you, 

but itôs lonely when you think back. 

You think of your wifeéif youôre 

out there youôre thinking. 

   But I do a wild lot of praying. I 

never miss Mass on a Saturday 

night. I go to the chapel in Gortlee. 

If I miss that I go to Ards. And if I 

miss that they ask where I was! 

ï Alec ñEckieò McGinley 

What it took for us to get served a pint 
YOU CAN worry about being 

judged even when youôre asked 

what you work at. ñOh, Community 

Health Worker.ò ñWhere is that?ò 

And you wouldnôt want to say the 

word ñTravellerò out loud,  youôd 

be looking around the room because 

people can judge you just because 

youôre a Traveller. 

   We had a venue got for our wee 

girlôs First Holy Communion in 

May gone and they took that back 

from us. We couldnôt get a venue in 

town at first and then we got this 

one a little outside town. The book-

ing was made over the phone and 

they told Martin to leave out a ú50 

deposit to guarantee it on the day.  

   So Martin told me weôd take out 

ú200, just to give him a wee bit 

more. Me and Martin landed in with 

the money and the minute he seen 

Martin he said, ñNo, sorry lad, 

thereôs a booking that come in 

through Messenger on Facebook.ò 

   Thatôs how they do it nowadays. 

We didnôt use our own names, we 

used different names for that book-

ing and also for booking the place 

we finally ended up at. We had 45 

to 50 family members and friends 

who we bought three-course meals 

for there, plus two beers each. 

   After the meal we left the kids 

home, and then five or six of us 

went back to have a pint. The man 

wasnôt going to serve us the pint. 

He was putting my husband out, 

and then he turned around and said 

to Martin, ñOnly for you spending 

so much money here tonight I 

wasnôt going to serve you.ò 

   Thatôs the only way we got in  

to have a pint on our childôs First 

Communion Day.  

ï Brigidmarie Mongan    

SOME PLACES you go into youôll 

still feel a bit of racism. You can 

walk into a pub and still get the 

look. At some hotels too, when they 

hear your last name. 

   But most people are changing 

and more accepting. Places like 

Donegal Travellers Project and  

Galway Traveller Movement have 

helped make that happen. 

   Itôs different from five years ago. 

Now you can apply for a job, com-

pared to five years ago when people 

wouldnôt call you back. 

   Times is changing, people are  

giving you more of a chance these 

days. Now people realise Travellers 

are just trying to make a living like 

every other person. 

   Getting the ethnic status has made 

a bit of a difference. Hopefully in 

the future weôll be able to get the 

same treatment as everybody else. 

   It will also be good when Travel-

ler history is taught in the schools. 

Having the settled community learn 

about our culture is another thing 

that will help make things a bit   

better in the future. 

   ï Eddie Friel 

Attitudes toward Travellers are slowly changing 
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Followed for carrying shoes weõd decided to buy 
I DIDNôT tell Mammy and Daddy 

about the terrible way we were 

treated in school because I thought 

that was just the way Traveller chil-

dren were treated. Now I question 

my wain every day when she comes 

back from school. If she came back 

and told me, ñMammy Iôm sitting at 

the back of the class,ò I wouldnôt be 

there in the morning, Iôd be there 

2.5 seconds after that! 

   If you donôt challenge it they keep 

doing it and doing it and doing it. 

   Like when me and Barry were 

shopping the last day. There was a 

sale and I could see this man com-

ing closer and closer and closer. I 

says, ñBarry, that manôs following 

us.ò Barry says, ñNo Mena.ò I says, 

ñWatch him.ò 

   One minute he was fixing the 

shoes, next minute he was fixing 

the clothes. I says, ñItôs that pair of 

shoes you picked up.ò 

   Because Barry had picked up the 

shoes and was carrying them in the 

shop, thatôs why the man was fol-

lowing us. There must be an alarm 

in the clothes. When I turned 

around and gave the man the shoes 

he backed off. 

   I says, ñThereôs the shoes.ò He 

knew then, he got the picture. If you 

challenge it, they back off. 

   Barryôs like, ñMen doesnôt pay 

any heed to that,ò but a woman 

does. We did buy the shoes. We  

spent over ú200 in that shop, do you 

know what I mean?  

  ï Philomena McGinlay 

IôM A Traveller to the backbone 

and I would never deny it. I am 

proud of who I am, but I be a settled 

Traveller and I wouldnôt change it. 

   Things are getting better for Trav-

ellers, and for the younger genera-

tion itôs going to get even better. 

Travellers would be more educated 

now, able to read and write their 

own letters and not have others 

knowing their private business. 
������A lot of the Travellers are now 
mixed in with the settled people, 

and both cultures have learned a bit 

about each other. Itôs gone to the 

stage where people here just look   

at me as Danny. In the past they 

would be looking down at you, like 

you had two heads on you.  

   When I was in school, if other 

students didnôt do right theyôd be 

told theyôd have to sit by me. 

The teachers needed educating 

themselves. Theyôd have us out  

lifting papers in the yard instead    

of learning. 

   Thatôs why myself and others of 

my generation left school early. We 

were just there as a number. 

   Iôm not hearing my grandchildren 

complaining about anything like 

that. I have grandchildren that canôt 

wait to go to school in the morning. 

ï Danny McGrory 

Itõs getting better for the younger generation 


